
Helping Children to Read – ‘Reading Between the Lines’

By the time they enter Key Stage 2; most children should have begun to demonstrate
more sophisticated understanding during their reading time.  The questions that we
ask children should demand a depth of thought and imagination that goes beyond the
printed text.  When sharing books with your child try to:

 Discuss ideas, themes and issues emerging from their reading
 Hypothesise about events and actions (ask ‘what would happen if?’)
 Suggest motives for characters and their actions
 Identify personality traits of characters
 Make comparisons between characters in the story and other stories read
 Predict outcomes

It is important for children to justify their answers by direct reference to the text;
some good questions to ask could begin:

 What do you think would happen if?
 Why do you think…..?
 How do you know…..?
 Do you think it would have been different if…..?

As children mature as readers they often prefer to read a non-fiction text.  When
sharing a non-fiction book with your child try to:

 Encourage use of the contents and index pages
 Pose questions to focus research
 Compare different types of information
 Encourage children to scan pages quickly to locate specific information
 Make comparisons between style and presentation of different types of text
 Encourage children to summarise information in their own words

Some good questions to ask might be:

 What do we know about this subject?
 What do we want to know?
 What will help us to find out where to look?
 Do we need to read all of this page?
 What have you found out?

The most important thing to remember is that reading is a pleasant thing to do!  It is
an opportunity to talk and share ideas with your child.  If you are not already a
member, keep in mind that the local library is a marvellous resource and offers many
services for your children.  Did you know that they offer story-telling sessions?
Membership is free and children are not charged for late books!


